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The Light of Reconciliation 


Bible Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6: ‘This is the ministry of the new 
agreement which God in his mercy has given us and nothing can daunt 
us. We use no hocus-pocus, no clever tricks, no dishonest manipulation 
of the Word of God. We speak the plain truth and so commend our- 
selves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. If our gospel is 
‘veiled,’ the veil must be in the minds of those who are spiritually dying. 
The spirit of this world has blinded the minds of those who do not 
believe, and prevents the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, the 
image of God, from shining on them. For it is Christ Jesus the Lord 
whom we preach, not ourselves; we are your servants for his sake. God, 
who first ordered light to shine in darkness, has flooded our hearts with 
his light. We now can enlighten men only because we can give them 
knowledge of the glory of God, as we see it in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
(Translation by J. B. Phillips) 


Meditation: All our machinery in the Assembly, and in World, Na- 
tional and local councils, exists that we may make the light of Christ 
clearer to the world. We do not preach ourselves but him and as we 
draw closer to him so we draw closer to each other. Through him the 
power of reconciliation is to become operative in us, so that he in us 
may reconcile the world to himself. This is the desperate need of all 
mankind. In our divisions the reconciling power of Christ for the 
world is made of no effect. Perhaps the time for repentance and action 
is very short. 


Let Us Pray: O God our Father, for the sake of the Lord of the church 
who broke on the Cross the power of sin, in the temple of whose Body 
the wall of partition has been abolished, let loose in mercy the power 
of his risen life that the barriers between Christians may be done away 
and we may be made to conform to the truth of our unity in Christ 
Jesus for his name’s sake. Amen.—World Council of Churches’ Com- 
mission on Faith and Order. 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Jan. 18-25... . “lam the Light of the World.”’ 











Letters to the Editors 





On a Program of Personal Visitation 





North America in This Decade 

Twenty-five denominations in the 
United States and Canada, have organ- 
ized men’s movements, each with an em- 
ployed general secretary. Three of these 
are Canadian. 

In the United States there are over 
sixty millions of Protestant church mem- 
bers, or about one-third of the entire pop- 
ulation. Much the same situation exists 
in Canada. It is probable that at least ten 
per cent of these Protestant families can 
be enlisted to work and pray seriously to 
reach with the message of Christ, the 
millions of persons now outside the mem- 
bership of all churches. There are at 
least fifty millions of these in the United 
States. 

Official reports indicate that there are 
11,000 births daily in the United States. 
This would probably mean that there are 
at least six thousand deaths. This would 
mean an average of four every minute. 
And at least one of these would be with- 
out any connection with any Christian 
church. Can we realize this without 
serious thought and real prayer? 

Ten per cent of the Protestant church 
members in the United States would be 
six millions. If organized into small pray 
ing and working groups of six or eight 
each they could do much of their house- 
to-house visitation of the unchurched 
two-by-two. The primary field of spiritual 
activity would ordinarily be in one’s 
own neighborhood. Earnest prayer would 
naturally be the first step. The second 
step in many cases might well be the 
lending of some carefully selected book 
of personal testimony of how persons 
have found Christ, and been radically 
changed by so doing. The Gospel of John, 
with specially prepared helps by T. C. 
Horton, published by Moody Press, Chi- 
cago, at six cents per copy, is of superb 
value. At least 37 millions of them have 
been sold. A thoughtful reading of these 
records has led thousands to personal 
faith in Christ. 

Unless a better book can be found to 
lend to these friends, my 80-page book of 
testimonies on What We Owe to Christ, 
has been very helpful in many cases. 
Three copies for one dollar can secure 
this book from the Sowers Printing Co., 
Lebanon, Pa. It would seem that mem- 
bers of official church boards and Bible 
class teachers might well agree to demon- 
strate what can be done in any church 
by prayer and personal visitation of this 
type. No one can participate actively in 
work of this kind without vast spiritual 
enrichment. If even ten per cent of our 
members can be seriously enlisted for 
such service, this decade need not pass 
until practically our whole population in 
North America can be effectively reached 
with the transforming message of Christ. 
Monroe, Ohio. J. CAMPBELL WHITE. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Dr. White’s book men- 
tioned above is a very helpful and stimulat- 
ing work, 


DCEs in Armed Forces 


Qualified Directors of Christian Educa- 
tion who wish to spend three years or 
more with the Armed Forces are urged 
to write to The General Commission on 
Chaplains, 122 Maryland Ave., N. E., for 
an application blank. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. 


The Commission authorized at its last 
meeting the setting up of a file of quali- 
fied directors who would be available for 
employment by the military. Names of 
applicants would be turned over to chap- 
lains as they requested assistance in 
finding help. 

Thus, the Commission becomes a clear- 
ing house for the thirty-four constituent 
denominations in its membership. 

In recent years, due to the rapid in- 
crease in enrollment in Sunday schools 
on military installations, there has come 
a need for experienced Directors of Chris- 
tian Education to assist the chaplain in 
his work with the military, and particu- 
larly, with dependents of military per- 
sonnel, 

At the present time not many positions 
are open to be sure, but it is anticipated 
that this is something which will grow, 
and those qualified are urged to send in 
their names. 

Directors will be employed only if they 
are certified by their denomination. 

For further information write to the 
undersigned 

LAWRENCE P. FItTzceERALD, Director. 
Dept. of Ministry to Armed Forces Per- 
sonnel, 122 Maryland Ave., N. E., Wash- 

ington 2, D. C. 


FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. Martin 


MONDAY e@ The brilliant Swedish 
film-maker, Ingmar Bergman, pays pub- 
lic testimony to his clergyman father in 
his new book, Four Screenplays: “My 
parents were of vital importance, not only 
in themselves but because they created 
a world for me to revolt against. My 
strict middle-class home gave me a wall 
to pound on, something to sharpen myself 
against. At the same time it gave me 
a number of values—efficiency, punctual- 
ity, financial responsibility—which may 
be bourgeosis but are nevertheless im- 
portant to the artist.” Many of our 
young people are growing up today with 
nothing to “pound against”; their par- 
ents are like putty. 

TUESDAY @ Why must “Prepare to 
Meet thy God” always have to be spoken 
in a forbidding tone? “In his presence 
there is fulness of joy and at his right 
hand there are pleasures forever more.” 
How often Jesus counselled men to get 
ready for—a wedding feast. 

WEDNESDAY e AJ] through Advent I 
have been using the text: “The light 
shineth in darkness and the darkness 
comprehended it not,” and I have been 
uneasy about all the available transla- 

comprehended, overcame, put out, 
mastered. The context demands a word 
that indicates two things, the inability 
of the darkness both to understand and 
to thwart the work of the light. I wonder 


tions— 


if the word “grasp” fills the bill here? 
The darkness can neither grasp the sig- 


nificance of the light, nor grasp it in 
order to exploit it for its own ends. 


THURSDAY e The philosopher, Susan 
K. Langer, says, “A life that does not 
incorporate some degree of ritual, of 
gesture and attitude has no mental an- 
chorage.” She maintains that in the 
scientific age, especially in urban en- 
vironments, we tend to neglect symbolism 
in favor of discursive thought, and this 
leads to the impoverishment of our mental 
life. 

FRIDAY e Eduard Schweitzer of Zu- 
rich makes the interesting suggestion, 
on the basis of 1 Corinthians 14, that the 
service of worship in the early church 
never included what we call a general 
confession of sin. “It was never anything 
like a repetition of the drama of salva- 
tion with proclamation of the law, con- 
fession of sins, promise of grace, and 
absolution. It knew very well that it was 
far from being perfect, but it did not 
look back . it always looked into the 
coming week, listening to the promise of 
grace. The New ‘Testament preacher 
speaks very clearly of the sins of the con- 
gregation, but always of the concrete sins 
which he names. And he does not speak 
of them in order to lead to a general 
confession, but in order to challenge his 
hearers to start living again the joyful 
new life in Christ.” 

SATURDAY e [| heard a man preach- 
ing last night on “The Word Was Made 
Flesh,” and it was so abstract and gen- 
eral that he might well have been preach- 
ing on “The Word Was Made Bones”; 
it was a procession of skeleton statements 
rather than a demonstration of God at 
work in men’s lives. 

SUNDAY e My old minister had a 
favorite expression which he used over 
and over again in his prayers, “Lord, 
keep us in perpetual amazement of the 
gospel.” I am praying this prayer in 
this season of the miracle of the Incarnate 


Word. 


FLORIDA CHAIN 
TO 20 CITIES 


The annually conducted Florida Chain 
of Missionary Assemblies, marking its 
31st vear, will bring outstanding speakers 
to twenty Florida cities from Jan. 19 
through Feb. 28. 

Dates announced are as follows: 

Miami, Jan. 19-22; Ft. Lauderdale, Jan. 
22-24; Ft. Myers, Jan. 25-27; Bradenton, 
Jan. 28-31; Sarasota, Jan. 29-31; Lakeland, 
Feb. 1-3; Winter Haven, Feb. 1-3; St. Pe- 
tersburg, Feb. 4-9; Tampa, Feb. 4-8; Clear- 
water, Feb. 8-10; Jacksonville, Feb. 12-14; 
Jacksonville Beaches, Feb. 12-13; Day- 
tona-Halifax, Feb. 14-16; DeLand, Feb. 
15-17; Orlando, Feb. 18-21; Mt. Dora- 
Tavares, Feb. 19-20; Vero Beach, Feb. 
22-23: Ft. Pierce, Feb. 23-24: Palm Beach, 
Feb. 26-28. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








e OFFICIALS OF three states (Mass., 
Pa. and Md.) have defended their right 
to prohibit business and commercial ac- 
tivities on Sunday in so-called “blue 
laws” before the U. S. Supreme Court. 
Such laws, they say, are not different 
from other legislation enacted to protect 
the health, safety, and welfare of work- 
ers. . . . @ NEWARK PRESBYTERY paid 
warm tribute to Lloyd A. Foreman, New 
Orleans Methodist minister, for his de- 
fiance of white segregationists in the 
school integration crisis there, pledging 
him its prayers and support. The pres- 
bytery also made plans to send a repre- 
sentative toa New Jersey legislative hear- 
ing on a bill that would bar racial dis- 
crimination in privately-financed hous- 
ing... . @ IN WINSTON-SALEM, N. C., 
the interdenominational Forsyth Minis- 
ter’s Fellowship, which earlier postponed 
action on a proposed released time pro- 
gram of Bible instruction for children 
in the public schools, has voted to “look 
with favor” on the recommendation... . 
e A NATIONAL ROMAN CATHOLIC sem- 
inary for older men wishing to enter the 
priesthood—the first in the U. S$.—will 
be constructed in Boston next summer. 
a? e THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 
Cutercn’s National Council has voted 
to advance and improve the denomina- 
tion’s ministry to American Indians... . 
@ ORDINATION THIS YEAR of twelve Ne- 
gro priests in the Roman Catholic Church 
in the U. S. has pushed the total to more 
than 100 for the first time. e IN 
Houston, Texas, a united front of 
church leaders, supported by all the news- 
papers, the mayor and the Retail Mer- 
chants Association, seeks to arrest the 
increasing trend toward Sunday business 
and commercial operations. In Little 
Rock, merchants have taken a stand for 
stricter Sunday laws. e A FOURTH 
LINK in Korea’s Christian Broadcasting 
System (a station in Kwangju) is made 
possible by a $10,000-grant by the Pres- 
byterian, U. S.. Board ef World Missions. 

e IN Korea, resignations by the 
general secretary and the entire staff of 
the National Council of Churches left 
the country’s only agency of Protestant 
cooperation with an extreme emergency. 
Presbyterian Simeon Kang, executive 
since last April, was reportedly subjected 
to “irresistible pressures” by the church. 

e AMERICAN theological seminaries 
have 1,000 fewer students than last year. 


SPIRITUAL FOUNDATION 
BASIS FOR REVOLUTION 


DurHaAmM, N.C. (RNS) — Benjamin 
Mays, Negro religious leader and presi- 
dent of Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga., 
said here that the seed for the current 
‘social revolution” in race relations was 
planted in the country’s spiritual founda- 
tion. 

Speaking at Duke University under 
the auspices of the Educational Affairs 
Committee of the Duke Student Union, 
the educator said documents upon which 
this countrv’s government is based set- 
ting forth “the primacy of the individ- 
ual” are “the most revolutionary ever 
conceived in the minds of man.” 

“The Christian concepts and the dem- 
ocratic principles upon which this gov- 
ernment was founded are far more rev- 
olutionary than any Communistic Marx- 
ist doctrine,” he said. 

“However,” he added, “it is when we 
seek to implement these (principles) in 
the area of race relations that we get the 
revolution.” 

Dr. Mays emphasized that “the Amer- 
ican doctrine of freedom has done more 
to stimulate the suppressed people of the 
earth . . . to aspire to freedom than any 
other doctrine.” 

Commenting on the sit-in movement in 
the South, he said these demonstrations 
represent a phase in the revolution in 
race relations. “Unfortunately,” he said, 
“this is the way social gains are made— 
through coercive legal means or through 
other means such as the sit-ins. The 
power structure does not voluntarily . . . 
eradicate great injustices.” 


LATIN-AMERICANS SEE 
GREAT SEMINARY NEED 


Establishment of an all-Latin America 
theological seminary, operated at a high 
academic level for students “from the 
entire Latin-American world,” is consid- 
ered one of the major needs faced by 
Latin American Presbyterians. 

At a recent meeting of their represen- 
tatives they declared that Presbyterian 
churches in most Latin American coun- 
tries with the exceptions of Brazil, Mex- 
ico and Guatemala, are too weak to main- 
tain seminaries with high standards. 
They also declared that such a seminary 
serving the entire area would be a sym- 
bol of the unity of Presbyterianism in 
Latin America. 

Another basic need, he declared, is the 
development of women’s work at the level 


NEW PRESIDENT CHOSEN 
FOR YONSE!I UNIVERSITY 


SEOUL (RNS)—Bung-kan Koh, former 
president of Kyungbuk National Univer- 
sity in Taegu, has been elected president 
of Yonsei University, an interdenomina- 
tional, mission-supported institution here 
that has been rocked by the insurrection 
of large student and faculty elements 
since last summer. 

A Presbyterian elder, Dr. Koh takes 
over the Yonsei helm from Prof. Horace 
Underwood, who was named acting presi- 
dent after Dr. George L. Paik, former 
head, resigned last July to run success- 
fully for Korea House of Councillors 
(Senate). 

Dr. Koh, 60, was nominated for the 
presidency by the same striking faculty 
members who blocked his election by the 
university board of trustees six months 
before. 

A native of North Korea, Dr. Koh has 
spent many years in educational and ad- 
ministrative work south of the 38th par- 
allel and is considered one of the outstand- 
ing Christian educators in the Republic of 
Korea. He served as dean of the medical 
faculty of the second largest government 
medical school in Korea (Kyungbuk) be- 
fore becoming president of the Kyungbuk 
university proper. Unseated from the 
post in the wave of nationwide faculty 
turnover following Korea’s April Revolu- 
tion, Dr. Koh has been living quietly as 
i private citizen. 

Meanwhile, the Yonsei campus is still 
under well-organized influence by dissi- 
dent faculty and student body leaders, 
whose current program allows no student 
to attend class or to study except in shirt- 
sleeves, despite winter cold, out of sym- 
pathy for 10 student rioters still held by 
police as the “hard core” of the mob 
which ransacked the homes of Prof. Un- 
derwood and Dr. Charles A. Sauer, acting 
board chairman. Both men are veteran 
U.S. missionaries, Presbyterian and 
Methodist, respectively. 


of the congregation. 

A joint conference of Latin American 
leaders in education is scheduled for this 
month and another is planned for 1962 
on the techniques of evangelism for the 
laity. 

A pledge of support was made at the 
recent meeting to help isolated Argentine 
congregations in view of the fact that 
there is no Presbyerian work in Argen- 
tina. 








JAPAN KYODAN SHOWS 
TEN-YEAR STATISTICS 


Figures have been released by the Kyo- 
dan (united church) of Japan showing its 
growth from 1948 to 1958, with an in- 
crease in membership from 133,000 to 


180,000. Churches have increased from 
1.325 to 1,551 and the number of min- 
isters from 2,075 to 2,600. 

Comparative Roman Catholic figures 
in Japan show an increase during the 
same period from 111,000 to 266,000, 
the number of churches from 345 to 870 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel: Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: William 
M. Ramsay, staff, adult education, Presby- 
terian, U. S., Board of Christian Education; 
Earl W. Morey, Jr., pastor, St. Giles church, 
Richmond, Va.; and Frank B. Lewis, dean, 
Union Seminary in Va. Mr. X, a layman, 
speaks for laymen. 


SOUL AFTER DEATH 


Where does the soul go immediatel, 
after death? 


RAMSAY: I can quote the catechism 
for you. “The souls of believers are at 
their deaths made perfect in holiness, and 
do immediately pass into glory, and their 
bodies, being still united to Christ, do 
rest in their graves till the resurrection.” 
That is to say, the souls go right to 
heaven. 


GENESIS ACCOUNTS 
Why are there two creation accounts 
in the Book of Genesis? 


Morey: I think the primary reason 
for this is that Genesis is not a document 
that was written by one man. It is a 
document that was produced by many 
authors over a long period of time. I 
think the person who raised the question 
is aware of the fact that there are two 
accounts. The older of the two begins 
with the second half of the fourth verse 
of the second chapter. This probably was 
written in the time of the United King- 
dom in Israel’s history. The man who 
wrote this account was interested in 
“man” himself, and in some of the big 
questions about life that trouble people, 
whereas the man who wrote Chapter 1, 
which runs over to 2:4, was probably a 
priest in Israel in the post-exilic age. . . 

Mr. X: Post-exilic age? What is that? 

Morey: After the people returned 
from exile. This priestly writer was in- 
terested in establishing some of the great 
traditions of Israel, primarily the Sab- 
bath day, and he wrote his account in a 
very beautiful, poetic way. It might be 
termed a hymn of creation. Here are two 
accounts, both written from a different 
point of view, at different times; theo- 
logically standing for essentially the same 
ideas. God is the creator, man is created 
in God’s image. 

Mr. X: Can the two be reconciled ? 

Morey: I don’t think it is a question 
of being reconciled in terms of time. There 
is a different order given. In the second 
chapter man is created first, and women 
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is created last. In the first chapter, man 
is created in the image of God, male and 
female, he created them and this is done 
on the last day. I don’t think the author 
was particularly concerned about the or- 
der of creation. It is not a historical or 
scientific account of creation. It is a 
theological account. 

Mr. X: That very fact is one thing 
that causes many people trouble, trying 
to reconcile science and religion about the 
creation of the world—the word “day,” 
which has recently been changed. “Day” 
doesn’t mean a day as we know it, a 24- 
hour day. It’s a period of time and it all 
fits into that same approach. 

Morey: I would say that the man who 
wrote the first chapter knew what a “day” 
was. He used the Hebrew word for “day” 
because that was the word he intended 
to use. He thought in terms of six days, 
and I think the proof of this is, “It was 
evening and morning, the first day.” Eve- 
ning and morning—this was the way in 
which the Hebrew divided his day. We 
would think of it as morning and evening. 
He was intent, I think, on establishing 
the Sabbath as the day of rest, so he 
pointed out that God rested on the Sab- 
bath. This sanctified the Sabbath, and 
therefore, the fourth commandment 
should be obeved. 


CALVINISM’S 5 POINTS 
What are the five doctrines of Cal- 
vinistic theology? 
Moperator: I believe those are usual- 
ly termed the five so-called Calvinistic 
doctrines, aren’t they? 


Lewis: Yes, that is exactly right. 

Mr. X: First, what is Calvinistic the- 
ology ? 

Lewis: In general, we can say that 


it is the type of theological thinking that 
is characteristic of John Calvin and those 
who have followed him in the Presbyte- 
rian, Congregational and, I might also 
say, Episcopal, Baptist (and in consid- 
erable measure, Methodist) churches 
Calvinism has been largely the theology of 
the western Protestant churches. These 
are the so-called five points, and they are 
not really the five important points of 
Calvinism. They are not the central con- 
cerns or the principal doctrines; they are 
just the controversial points. They are 
total depravity, unconditional election, 
limited atonement, irresistible grace, and 
perseverance of the saints. Now these 
ire not the central themes of Calvinism, 
but they are the ones we quarrel about 
most. 


and the number of ministers from 2,396 
to 6,202. 

For 1959, Kyodan statistics show the 
number of believers at 180,855 for an 
average of 115 per church. 

There are several Protestant and evan- 
gelical groups in Japan that are not 
affiliated with the Kyodan. 





Recognition has been made of the con- 
tributions to the development of Japan in 
the last 100 years of 298 Americans, 
about 100 of whom were selected by a 
committee headed by former Japanese 
ambassador to the U.S.A., Kensuke Ho- 
riuchi. Certificates of merit and a lacquer 
painting of the Kanrin Maru, the Japan- 
ese ship that accompanied the U. S. war- 
ship with its diplomatic passengers to 
the U.S.A. 100 years ago, have been pre- 
sented to members of their families or 
their representatives. 





PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 





NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); UPUSA to the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to 
the National Council of Churches; WCC, to 
the World Council of Churches. 


JANUARY, 1961 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), I Greet Thee, 
Who My Sure Redeemer Art, John Cal- 
vin (1545), Hymnbook 144. 

Jan.-Feb., Presbyterian (U.S.) Mission to 
the Nation. 

January: 30 prayer fellowships in connec- 
tion with the 75th anniversary of the 
World Day of Prayer, United Church 
Women. 

Jan. emphasis (U.S.), Christian Action. 

Jan. 9-12, White House Conference on the 
Aging, Washington. D. C. 

Jan. 10, Council of Protestant Colleges and 
Universities, Denver, Colo. 10-12, Assn. 
of Amer. Colleges, Denver. 

Jan. 15, Evangelism Sunday (UPUSA). 

Jan. 15-21, Church and Economic Life 
Week, NCC. 

Jan. 15-22, Church Officer Training Week 
(U.8.). 

Jan. 17-19, N. Amer. Area Council, World 
Presbyterian Alliance, Atlantic City. 
Jan. 18-25, Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity, WCC. 

Jan. 24-26, National Religious Broadcast- 
ers, Washington, D. C. 

Jan. 29, Youth Sunday, NCC. Jan. 29-Feb. 
5, National Youth Week. 

Jan. 31-Feb. 2, Annual Seminar on the 
Christian Farmer and His Government, 
Washington, D. C., NCC. 


FEBRUARY, 1961 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), Lord Jesus, 
Think on Me. Synesius of Cyrene (375- 
130). Hymnbook 270. 

Feb. 1-Mar. 5, World 
et; £3. 

Feb. 6-10, 
Geneva. 

Feb. 7-10, Churchmen’s National Seminar, 
Washington, D. C. 

Feb. 7-13, Boy Scout Week. 
Scout Sunday. 

Feb. 12, Race Relations Sunday, NCC. 

Feb. 13-14, POAU national conference, 
Portland, Ore. 

Feb. 15, Ash Wednesday. 
(Easter is Apr. 2.) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Mission Season 


Executive Committee, WCC, 


Feb. 12, Boy 


Lent begins. 
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@ Adopted by the Fifth General Assembly, National Council of Churches, San Francisco, California 


Message to the Member Churches 


N THE TENTH anniversary of 
O the formation of the National Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America, we are met 
to testify to our faith in Jesus Christ, 
the living Lord of all life. 

We desire to proclaim that not only 
individual souls but all societies, all 
cultures, all civilizations must finally 
acknowledge his rule. By his teaching 
and embodiment of the Law of Love, he 
is the one to whom every person must 
ultimately give account of his life. He 
is equally the standard by which every 
corporate activity must be appraised. 


We give humble thanks to God for the 
measure in which he has made the Na- 
tional Council an instrument of his will 
and purpose among men. In our com- 
mon task we have received a new vision 
of the mission of the church to the world. 
Through conversation and vigorous en- 
counter with one another, each participat- 
ing communion has gained a fresh ap- 
preciation of the strength and Christian 
fidelity of other traditions, has seen the 
fragmentary character of its own witness 
in separation from its sister churches, and 
has been granted some glimpse of the 
fullness of truth into which Christ seeks 
to lead us. 

We rejoice in the churches’ growing 
habit of planning their programs in con- 
ference with one another. We are thank- 
ful that some of these ministries are now 
carried forward unitedly. We are grate- 
ful for the steady advance of understand- 
ing and mutual trust among us. We look 
forward to the time when each member 
denomination, recognizing the authen- 
ticity of Christian discipleship in all the 
others, will entrust to any of them the care 
of human souls and responsibility for 
advancing Christ’s mission in the world. 
And we call upon all churches to con- 
tinue to pray and labor for the full unity, 
visible and invisible, of the People of 
God. 

We see great significance in the growth 
since the last war of lay participation in 
hurches and councils and in the recogni- 
tion of the laity as the church at work in 
the world of their vocations. Every mem- 
ber of the church is called to minister 
Christ's mercy and redemption to his 
fellowmen and to serve his church in its 
program. He is also called to carry out 
his life work under the guidance of his 
Christian faith and to seek to bring that 
faith to bear upon the complex and baf- 
fling issues of public and community life. 
He is as accountable to God to prosecute 
Christ’s mission in the world as are the 
clergy. Laymen must be strengthened by 
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their churches to fulfill their role as 
those through whom the Christian faith 
makes its most effective penetration of 
society. 

il. 

We confess Jesus Christ as Lord of 
all life. But we acknowledge that in our 
sinfulness we have not allowed him to be 
in all things the Lord of the church. 
Not the churches’ diversity but their sep- 
aration from one another is the heart of 
this sinfulness. We cannot expect those 
outside the church to recognize his Lord- 
ship is the church, in which obedience 
ought to be total and complete, withholds 
such obedience with respect to its unity. 

We stand at the beginning of the sec- 
ond half-century of the ecumenical move- 
ment. Through this movement the church 
has been given a sharpened understand- 
ing of the tragedy of its divisions and a 
clarified vision of the greatness of its 
hope for ultimate unity. During the past 
half-century, much has been done to re- 
lease the churches from their prisons of 
self-containment. Many of our churches 
have discovered their own life enriched 
and strengthened by their participation 
in the ecumenical movement. They are 
learning to pursue their own programs 
as representatives of the whole church 
rather than as sectarian activities. The 
spirit and practice of interchurch coop- 
eration have steadily increased and have 
found expression in the formation of 
many new councils of churches. In this 
country and elsewhere unions of formerly 
separated denominations have been con- 
summated. Yet we must confess that, in 
relation to the urgency of the impera- 
tive, the pace of accomplishment has been 
glacial in its slowness. The churches still 
largely cling to their separateness and 
self-determination, failing to find ways 
by which their full and combined re- 
sources can be harnessed to their major 


tasks. 
Hl. 


The National Council must ask prayer- 
fully what more can be done to help 
churches and councils to escape the illu- 
sion of self-sufficiency. Grateful though 
we are for God’s manifest leading of the 
churches in their efforts to realize and 
then show forth more fully their unity in 
Christ, we are persuaded that he is now 
calling them to yet further advances 
along pathways, both those tested and 
those untried. The conviction is deepen- 
ing that the Spirit of God is moving in 
our midst to bring us into new experiences 
and expressions of common purposes and 
dedication. 

We are called to face the truth that 


the autonomy, or even continuing identity, 
of our denominations is not the para- 
mount issue, but rather our openness to 
the intent of Christ for his church in 
these times, recognizing that such open- 
ness may lead in directions which are new 
and unfamiliar to us. We believe that 
the National Council can increasingly 
serve the churches by reminding them 
that their oneness in Christ is a deeper 
reality than their divisions and enabling 
them to give united witness to the Lord- 
ship of Christ through further develop- 
ment and cooperative and common min- 
istries. 

We welcome the statement which the 
Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches has commended to the 
churches for study and comment that: 

“The unity which is both God’s will 
and his gift to his church is one which 
brings all in each place who confess 
Christ Jesus as Lord into a fully com- 
mitted fellowship with one another 
through one baptism into him, holding 
the one apostolic faith, preaching the 
one gospel and breaking the one bread, 
and having a corporate life reaching out 
in witness and service to all; and which 
at the same time unites them with the 
whole Christian fellowship in all places 
and all ages in such ways that ministry 
and members are acknowledged by all, 
and that all can act and speak together 
as occasion requires for the tasks to which 
God calls the church.” 

We Jook to the National Council’s new 
studies on the significance of councils of 
churches to enable the churches to dis- 
cover, in obedience to Christ, both the 
nature and forms of the unity we should 
seek. Special attention should be given 
to the extent to which church councils 
partake of the nature of the church. The 
National Council is not the church. But 
it calls men to the worship of God and 
seeks to make its corporate life an in- 
strument of the Holy Spirit. It summons 
men to Christian obedience and helps 
them discern the conditions of such obe- 
dience. In it we have found rich, free, 
ind vital fellowship. And the Council 
hears witness to the fundamental soli- 
darity of all Christians and thus points 
toward the church in its full unity. 

We rejoice that the spokesmen of our 
member churches are responding to the 
call to think and plan together to meet 
the commands upon them of the days 
ahead. Such united “long-range plan- 
ning” compels the churches to reappraise 
the validity of our several programs, to 
re-examine our habits of separateness and 
self-determination and to face in an ecu- 
menical context new and demanding com- 
mon responsibilities. 








We discern a clear call to churches in 
local communities to closer association 
and to a far larger measure of coopera- 
tion and Christian unity. Every congre- 
gation needs to recognize itself first of all 
as a part of Christ’s Universal Church 
and only thereafter as a representative 
of a particular historic tradition. And all 
congregations in each community are 
called to live and act together as “one 
church in one place” through active par- 
ticipation in councils and in other ways. 
It is here, at the “grass roots’ where 
people live and work and where they 
will or will not fulfill their calling as 
Christians, that the churches must above 
all experience and demonstrate their 
unity in Christ. Without that, our pro- 
fessions of unity in the nation and world 
are threatened with unreality and insin- 
cerity. For the next triennium this must 
be a dominant emphasis and objective. 


IV. 


Confessing the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ over all of life, we must ask in 
the most specific terms what this means 
for the National Council, for the church- 
es, and for all the members of the 
churches. What is God calling his 
church to be and to do in this momentous 
and magnificent period of history? 

We rejoice that submerged peoples in 
many parts of the world and in our own 
nation are rising to claim the full stature 
and rights of personhood. In a world 
of emerging new nations, strained be- 
tween opposed powerbloc s, Christians are 
called to identification with millions of 
mankind striving for dignity, justice, and 
freedom. ‘The church must always be 
their friend, advocate, and sustainer in 
this struggle. When the church takes 
seriously its responsibility to be Christ’s 
representative to this world, disunity in 
witness and service becomes intolerable. 
A divided church cannot proclaim con- 
vincingly reconciling love 
and a Lord of all life. Our partnership 
with churches throughout the world lays 
upon us the obligation to unite resources 
and personnel of all our churches in 
common response for the work of Christ 
in distant lands. This calls for a vastly 
increased out-pouring of support in re- 
lation to all we spend on ourselves. The 
ecumenical movement places in our hands 
a new instrument to bring men in these 
chaotic, turbulent times the redemptive 
gospel of Christ as they struggle toward 
spiritual fulfillment. 


a gospel of 


The continued absence of great num- 
bers of human beings and of vast nations 
from the Christian community reminds 
us that the primary and central task of 
the church is to proclaim to all peoples 
in all places the gospel of God’s love and 
deliverance made known to us in Jesus 
Christ. In Christ has met and overcome 
the powers of evil and death. In this 
Event we find the ground of our hope 
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and the assurance of God’s final victory. 
Every Christian is called to live in the 
power and joy of this victory. 

The gospel is good news for all men. 
The redeeming love of God recognizes 
no distinction of race, nation, or per- 
sonal status. 

lhe gospel is also a sharp, two-edged 
sword, dividing between good and evil. 
The church accepts the responsibility of 
using this sword. We reaffirm its right 
to speak and act on issues that affect the 
lives, the dignity, and the destiny of 
human beings, who are precious to the 
God we worship. 

The ever-present peril of mutual an- 
nihilation in which our world stands 
today presses upon us the obligation for 
unremitting struggle for a secure peace 
and world order. 

The church must move forthrightly 
and more speedily to eliminate racial 
discrimination from its own life and prac- 
tice. It must condemn all attempts, es- 
pecially the use of violence, to oppose the 
striving toward justice. It must also 
uphold and support those courageous 
persons who are witnessing in hard places 
to the oneness of God’s family and the 
justice of his laws. 

We believe that this nation, under 
God, is a trustee of values and goals 
which are of profound importance for 
the future of mankind. Yet many of its 
people have lost their sense of the bind- 
ing power of these high dedications. This 
nation, “conceived in liberty and dedi- 
cated to the proposition that all men are 
created equal,” has allowed the sins of 
prejudice and discrimination to flourish. 
Persons are still denied full rights of 
citizenship and access to opportunities for 
education, employment, and housing be- 
cause of their race. We have witnessed 
shocking violations of public trust. In 
some of our great cities persons elected or 
appointed to posts of “public service” 
have used these positions to prey upon 
the public and to take advantage of their 
fellow-citizens. Despite the expansion 
of education, we have seen an alarming 
rise of anti-intellectualism which not 
only handicaps the work of teachers, ar- 
tists, and scholars, but also threatens the 
sovereignty of truth and the rule of rea- 
son in our society. The pace of change 
has produced cynicism and the worship 
of false gods. By our admiration of 
status-seekers, we have weakened the 
claims of excellence and individual in- 
tegrity and have denied the Christian 
affirmation that he who is greatest among 
us shall be the servant of all. By relaxa- 
tion of standards of family integrity, by 
neglect of the duties of parents toward 
children and of children toward parents, 
by carelessness in the fulfillment of these 
personal fidelities in which family life 
is rooted, we have undermined the foun- 
dations of our common life. 


People in other nations, scrutinizing 
our life, admire our scientific and tech- 
nological achievements and are grateful 
for our many generous acts as a people 
but find themselves questioning our spir- 
itual values and goals. They ask: “Are 
Americans, despite their wealth, leisure, 
and power, aware of the true ends of ex- 
istence? Are they serene inwardly? Are 
they conscious of the stature, dignity, 
value, meaning, and transcendent di- 
mensions of life?’”?” These questions must 
make the church uneasy about the ful- 
fillment of its mission in this nation and 
the world. 

We call upon the churches to find new 
and cooperative ways of helping men and 
women solve the critical problems of our 
society—to improve the quality of edu- 
cation and extend its benefits to all who 
are qualified to appropriate them; to 
halt the decay at the heart of our great 
cities and to rebuild them as fit habita- 
tions for men; to encourage artists, 
writers, and musicians in their labors to 
interpret the tragedies, victories, and 
meanings of human existence in our time; 
to guide persons toward the creative use 
of the newfound leisure which tech- 
nology has bestowed; to establish prin- 
ciples of responsibility in the employ- 
ment of our economic affluence; to aid in 
creating an international community that 
will be marked by mutual trust and the 
ways of peace. These, we believe, are 
areas in which the Lordship of Christ 
must be witnessed to by faithful steward- 
ship of the means and powers of life on 
the part of his people. 


V. 


The final word of the gospel, however, 
is not judgment but mercy. The church 
is commissioned not so much to judge as 
to announce God’s grace, not so much to 
diagnose as to heal, not so much to re- 
mind men of the reality of moral retribu- 
tion as to declare God’s saving purpose 
and power. 

It is in gratitude for God’s self-offering 

gratitude for his supreme act of becom- 
ing Immanuel, “God with us”—that we 
find resoluteness to oppose iniquity and 
injustice, compassion to minister to the 
weak and the suffering, indignation and 
sympathy as response to prejudice and 
hatred, fortitude to confront the tasks 
and hazards of this perilous generation 
with courage and faith, and freedom to 
acknowledge our faults and sins and seek 
forgiveness at the throne of grace. Thanks 
be to God for his unspeakable Gift! 

_ * * 


QvuEENS College (N. C.) has received 
an initial gift of $20,000 for the estab- 
lishment of the Joe and Emily Lowe Col- 
lection of books in its library, with later 
additional gifts planned for the same 
purpose. Mr. Lowe is a New York ex- 
ecutive and Mrs. Lowe is an artist. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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The Inquiring Reporter Asks About 


The Proposed Church Union 


What is your opinion of the recent proposal calling for the merging of the 
Methodist, Protestant Episcopal, United Presbyterian USA churches, and the 
United Church of Christ? (OvuTLOOK, Dec. 19) 


Davin L. Srirr, President, Austin 
(Texas) Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary—lIt deserves serious and devout at- 
tention. If we are one in the essentials 
—i.e., Jesus Christ as God and Savior— 
then we are letting non-essentials gov- 
ern us. 

GrorGE M. ALEXANDER, School of 
Theology, Sewanee, Tenn.—Dr. Blake’s 
proposal is bold indeed. It might force 
the churches to ask each other the ques- 
tion, “why not?” instead of “how so?” 

Frep PrerceE Corson, Methodist 
Bishop, Philadelphia, Pa., and president- 
designate of the World Methodist Coun- 
cil—While the proposal of merger is not 
new and there have been some discourag- 
ing experiences regarding merger in the 
past, certainly the Methodist church will 
wish to explore it fully with an open 
mind and the hope that better under- 
standing and a higher degree of essential 
unity among the denominations will re- 
sult. 

JessE M. Trotter, Dean, Protestant 
Episcopal Theological Seminary, Alex- 
andria, Va.—The mounting world popu- 
lation, the power of secularism and the 
combined effects of both will surely re- 
duce to impotence and irrevelance a frag- 
mented church. I believe the four church- 
es mentioned by Dr. Blake should explore 
every possibility and all the implications 
of union. None of us can say to the 
other, “We have no need of thee.” 

Ancus Dun, Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop, Washington, D. C_-—Until I have 
seen the full text of Dr. Blake’s sermon, 
I am in no position to make intelligent 
comment. 

J. McDoweLt RicnHarps, President, 
Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga.—I am 
in favor of the ideal embodied in this 
proposal. One would need a detailed 
plan for this particular merger before 
voting for it. 

GERALD KENNEDY, Methodist Bish- 
op, Los Angeles, Calif.—It is well-mean- 
ing, high-sounding and general. It sets 
a goal toward which not all ecumenically- 
minded Christians want to go. 

ANSON PHELPS STOKES, JR., Protes- 
tant Episcopal Bishop, Boston, Mass.— 
Worthy of serious consideration but I’m 
not ready to commit myself until I know 
more. 

RoseErt V. Moss, Jr., President, Lan- 
caster (Pa.) Theological Seminary—The 
proposed “giant step” will require years 
of fruitful conversation and soul-search- 
ing at the level of the local church. I 
am convinced that it is the will of God, 
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who purposes “to unite all things [even 
denominations] in Christ” (Eph. 1:10). 

FRANK H. CALDWELL, President, 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary—An imaginative proposal charac- 
teristic of the prophetic vision of Dr. 
Blake. Theoretically promising in light 
of the achievement of unions of Presby- 
terians, Methodists, and Congregational- 
ists in Canada; Presbyterians, Episco- 
palians, Methodist and Congregational- 
ists in South India; and the more recent 
union of the E&R and Conversational- 
Christians in the U. S. Practically un- 
promising because of general lethargy 
and satisfaction with denominational 
status quo. 

Ray E. Puiiiips, Moderator, Congre- 
gational Christian Churches of the 
U. S. A., St. Louis, Mo.—As missionary 
in South Africa I was asked, ““How many 
Gods are there?” 2,200 recognized 
churches stultify the work of Christian 
missions. Union moves are to be cheered! 

CHARLES U. Harris, Protestant Epis- 
copal bishop, Evanston, Ill._—Dr. Blake’s 
proposal is similar to the reunion pro- 
posals for North India. He understands 
the nature of the church and of holy 
orders. His proposal should be welcomed 
and receive serious consideration. 

James E. WAGNER, President, the 
United Church of Christ, Philadelphia, 
Pa.—The Blake-Pike proposals for 
church union merit careful and receptive 
study because they are frankly directed 
toward several factors which historically 
have proven to be major stumbling blocks 
to union, especially across confessional 
boundary lines. 

CLIFFORD E. BaArsour, President, 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary — I 
think the proposal is a masterful and 
practical program. It makes possible the 
adjustment of differences within an over- 
all workable program. It is the first prac- 
tical presentation in the history of Prot- 
estantism. 

James A. JoNeEs, President, Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va.— 
As a proposal by reputable and serious 
churchmen, it should and will receive 
serious consideration at level of denom- 
inations affected. Nonetheless, it appears 
to me that the proposal seeks to describe 
“the nature of the unity we seek,”’ a mat- 
ter of first-rate concern in the whole ecu- 
menical movement, in such a way as to 
make “union” the immediate aim of the 
ecumenical mind. I think such a propo- 
sition goes beyond what agencies of the 
movement have defined as the nature of 


church unity, and I fear that the pro- 
posal will weaken the witness of Protes- 
tantism in the USA—by diverting atten- 
tion and endeavor to questions of union, 
when programs of “unity’’ would be more 
advantageous to the ecumenical task and 
to the work of the church in its world 
mission. 

SHELDON E. Mackey, Secretary, 
Evangelical and Reformed Church; co- 
secretary, United Church of Christ, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.—I welcome this proposal 
wholeheartedly. It appears to offer great 
opportunities for eventual elimination of 
the reasons which divide us, together with 
opportunities for the kind of united wit- 
ness needed in this world. 


N. C. BAPTIST CHURCHES 
SHOULD HAVE OPEN DOORS 


ASHEVILLE, N.C. (RNS) — Southern 
Baptist worship in this state should be 
open to any person “‘who desires to par- 
ticipate peacefully,” asserted the North 
Carolina Baptist State Convention in a 
report adopted at its 130th annual meet- 
ing here. 

Calling on Baptists to re-examine and 
re-appraise basic beliefs concerning ra- 
cial and minority groups, the report said 
that many of these beliefs are “based on 
myths and legends and have no more 
foundation in reason or fact than beliefs 
in ghosts or woodland fairies.” 

Prepared by the convention’s Chris- 
tian Life Committee, the statement ob- 
served “in the face of this new order in 
human relations, it is important that 
Christian people everywhere recognize 
that change is inevitable, accept it, and 
even welcome it.” 

Christians should be mindful, the re- 
port continued, that “every human being 
is of infinite worth, and that all races of 
mankind had a common origin.” It said 
that care should be taken “to use the 
correct and acceptable terms of reference 
to racial and minority groups and to 
avoid the use of terms that embarrass, 
belittle and degrade.” 


Tennessee: Up to Directors 

NASHVILLE, TENN. (RNS)—Three sep- 
arate pleas made to the Tennessee Bap- 
tist Convention that it instruct its agen- 
cies to accept all persons regardless of 
race, color or creed were rejected by the 
state body at its annual meeting here. 

Instead the convention left unchanged 
its position of permitting directors of its 
three hospitals and four colleges to de- 
termine the policies for their individual 
institutions. 

A policy on segregation has never been 
adopted by the state convention. Cur- 
rently no Negroes are enrolled in its 
schools. Hospitals, though not admitting 
Negro patients, give them emergency 
treatment and later move them to other 
medical centers. 
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EDITORIAL 


Where Next? 


If the truth were known many a faith- 
ful pastor and conscientious church of- 
ficer are losing sleep these night wonder- 
ing if it is about time for the alarm to 
ring their summons. Such fitful slumber 
is but a pattern of the day’s concern, 
is their minds come back again and 
again to the probing and insistent ques- 
tion as to when the test will come to their 
doorstep. 














They have watched the scene shift from 
Clinton to Little Rock to New Orleans 
and they know that the spotlight will 
eventually fall upon their town. 

Such churchmen will be able to sleep 
better and to meet their daily responsibil- 
ities more effectively if they are assured 
that the people of their churches and 
their communities have the emotional and 
spiritual preparation and_ stability to 
keep them from succumbing to the pres- 
sures of the mob or yielding to the taunts 
or threats of the demagogue. 

Those people who are most deeply 
concerned are undoubtedly 
themselves and their people. 
of testing will not create; 


preparing 
The day 
it will reveal 


For the Church Office 


How any efficient church office can 
meet the demands for information day 
after day without the current volume of 
the Yearbook of American Churches 
would be difficult to understanding. 

Like the World Almanac for general 
information, the volume edited now for 
the 13th time by Benson Y. Landis af- 
fords finger-tip access to statistical and 
reference items about denominations, in- 
terdenominational groups and church-re- 
lated institutions and services of prac- 
tically every kind. 

Part III, the statistical and historical 
section, provides valuable tabulated in- 
formation in addition to a close-up look 
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at such varied topics as church attendance 
polls, women in the ministry, church- 
related day schools, ministers salaries, 
new church construction, and so on. 

A basic item in the church’s budget for 
office expenses should be the $5.95 need- 
ed to provide this book from the National 
Council of Churches, 475 Riverside 
Drive, New York 27. 


GUEST EDITORS 





Silence—Golden or Yellow? 


Who would not extol the virtue of si- 
lence in this noisy, chaotic twentieth cen- 
tury? From the ear-splitting roar of jets 
overhead, the din of motor vehicles on 
streets and highways, or the drone of 
outboards on the water—not to speak of 
the raucous gabble of a T.V. or radio 
commercial which shatters the air waves 

-even a momentary silence is sheer re- 
lief. In this era, too, man’s fantastic 
busyness at work or play leaves little 
place for quiet. No wonder that the tra- 
ditional two-minutes silence which is ob- 
served on Remembrance Day seems like 
a very long time! 

Perhaps we ought to make more of that 
Remembrance Day silence, commemorat- 
ing the blessed peace that fell over the 
earth as the thunder of guns and bombs 
and the cry of wounded and dying men 
came to an end. Men died, or thought 
they died, in two world wars, for freedom, 
justice, and peace—or to make the world 
safe for democracy. In our silence, of 
course, we may be forced to acknowledge 
that these ideals have not been attained— 
that those soldiers, and civilians too, may 
have died in vain. No, not in vain, unless 
we allow ourselves to think that they are 
vindicated and their cause maintained 
hecause we have kept silent. We need to 
observe that silence, to do a little think- 
ing; and some thoughtful, prayerful si- 
lence at other times would not be inap- 
propriate. But there is a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak. Silence is 
golden, at times; but sometimes it may 


} 


he just vellow! 
It is one of the ironical, tragic facts 
f our time that amidst so much noise and 
» much talk, men are often silent about 
the vital issues of life—about the things 
that really matter. Radiation from nu- 
clear testing may maim, disfigure or kill 
uur children or our children’s children for 
renerations to come, vet how few voices 
raised in protest! A prominent busi- 
1ess man, known to have strong convic- 
tions about the matter, is invited to ex- 
press them. He cannot, he says, because 
of his position in the company! Christian 
congregations join loudly in the words, 
“Come, let us sing of a wonderful love,” 
but are strangely silent about the heart- 
ache of their unemployed neighbors on 
the other side of the tracks. Of all the 
important issues that men face today, 


there is one that is so supremely vital 
that unless it is solved nothing else will 
matter—the question of peace and dis- 
armament. There is scarcely a man or 
woman in the world today who does not 
long for a final end to war. An impos- 
sible, unrealistic ideal? Perhaps—but at 
least there ought to be millions of people 
who will lift their voices in support and 
search of that ideal. If such voices are 
not raised and heard, if the voices of 
madness prevail, there may be silence 
over the earth for a thousand years!— 
Editorial in Christian Outlook, Canada. 


Worse Than Soap Operas 


One might be glad of the passing of 
soap operas from the radio if the change 
were for the better. 

But it is not. In most cases what will 
take their place are programs of “popu- 
lar” records. The soap operas, if not of 
the highest artistic standards, were most- 
ly moral. What is on the hit parade is 
usually in low taste, often demoralizing, 
and sometimes downright immoral. No 
one becomes a more noble or aspiring 
person or a better American from such 
programs. 

It is not fair to say this is the taste of 
teen-agers. It is what they have been be- 
guiled into liking by the musical dope 
pushers, who, with no thought above the 
dollar, appeal to the lowest common de- 
nominator. 

If there were no musical dope pushers, 
it would not be right to leave the selection 
of music to the uninformed taste of the 
young. Good taste comes only thru edu- 
cation, and sound education comes only 
from adults who have studied the history 
of human thought and achievement, and 
have learned the values that endure. 

Responsible adults alone are equipped 
to select the records which should be 
plaved in the home or on radio stations. 
It is the abdication of adults in this and 
other fields which is at the bottom of 
today’s universal tragedy—youth robbed 
of their youth, stimulated into “going 
steady” when they are mere children, 
rushed into marriage and parenthood as 
teen-agers. 

Turn the dial. It’s hard to find a pro- 
gram of classical music, or even one 
which does not consist largely of musical 
dope and trash, undermining all the vast 
efforts of our schools and churches. 

How long will the American people let 
this go on? When do adults assume adult 
responsibility ? 

“Give me the making of the songs of a 
nation, and I care not who makes its 
laws.”—Epwarp J. MremMan, Memphis 
Press-Scimitar 

+ * * 


THERE IS NO valid reason for revolu- 
tion by violence if the Christian wit- 

ness is effective in social and personal 

practice.—G. BROMLEY OXNAM. 
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CHRIST IN BEN-HUR 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so live in him.”’—Colossians 2:6. 


HE MOTION PICTURE Ben Hur 

cannot be recommended in this col- 
umn without reservation; but at many 
points it suggests good thoughts. One 
noteworthy feature is its presentation of 
Jesus. Readers of the book, sub-titled, 
A Tale of the Christ, will remember the 
various scenes in which Christ takes part. 
In those scenes, the reader will easily 
imagine himself seeing Jesus in a natural 
way, often face to face. But in the mo- 
tion picture version, the face of Jesus is 
never seen. We see his back, his arm, his 
hand, his figure in a robe; but not his 
face. 

This is partly the result of reverence. 
Who will dare to portray the very fea- 
tures of the God-man? Another reason is 
box-office considerations. Over the Chris- 
tian world, there are many different ideas 
of what Christ looked like, physically. 
The best make-up artists could not pos- 
sibly make up an actor to look like all 
the Christs that people picture in their 
minds. Whatever the screen picture might 
look like, there would be cries going up 
all over the world where the movie is 
shown: Surely he didn’t look like that! 
The face of Jesus must have been some- 
thing special—though in a subtle way, 
for most of those who saw him seem to 
have observed nothing special about him. 
But his back looked like any one’s. So 
it is much easier to put on the screen just 
a part of a well-concealed figure and to 
suggest, “This would look just like Christ 
as you have always imagined him, if you 
could see all.” 

But there are other considerations, not 
necessarily all in the mind of the pro- 
ducer. For one thing, even if we had 
authentic photographs of our Lord in 
Galilee, face and all, they would be pho- 
tographs of one particular face, one in- 
dividual person. We have so long said 
in our creeds that Christ “was made 
man,” that we have all but forgotten that 
he had to be one particular man first. 
It is a very good thing, perhaps, that we 
do not have any photographs of him. 
They would offend all but those few 
whose imaginations had hit exactly on 
the wav he looked. 

UT THERE IS a more important 

point. Though the audience never 
sees Jesus face to face, he is nevertheless 
the most effective actor, in an important 
sense, of the whole pageant. This may 
not carry over to every viewer, and it is 
not true that, professionally speaking, the 
actor taking Jesus’ part is the most ar- 
tistically skilled of all the enormous cast. 
“Most effective actor” means that as the 
story goes on, what this Jesus is and 
means is shown by the effect he has on 
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people. A man is being dragged away to 
a living death, with never an eye to pity 
him. But at a village well a young man 
whose face we do not see offers the half- 
dead prisoner a cup of water, giving 
him not only life but hope. 

So it is in all the scenes in Ben Hur 
in which Jesus takes part; what we see 
is what happens to others when Jesus 
passes by. Is not this always the way? 
Most Christians who have confidence in 
Christ have seen him first in the lives of 
persons who have been touched by him. 
Many would even venture to say that 
what Christ means to them is what they 
have seen of him in the lives of those 
whom they have known. Paul once said, 
“Copy me, as I copy Christ.” We do 
that, don’t we? Only instead of copying 
a Paul, now a character in an old book, 
we copy someone nearer. How can a 
Christian live in the world as it is? We 
find the answer not by archaeological and 
exegetical research, discovering precisely 
how Jesus lived and then literally fol- 
lowing his example. We find the answer 
by observing the ways in which men and 
women close to our times or actually our 
contemporaries have lived and served 
men and women who have come close to 
Jesus themselves. 


OES THIS MEAN that Jesus 

comes directly to a few, indirectly to 
most? Not always. To be sure, it is only 
to a few that the risen Christ has made 
direct visitation, as to Paul on the Da- 
mascus road; and it is also true that to 
many, Christ is known all their lives only 
through friends or other admired persons 
who are Christians. But probably for 
most strong Christians there is a progress 
in knowledge. They begin to know Jesus 
through those in whom he already lives 
by faith; and as they grow into Christian 
maturity they know Christ in their own 
hearts. Paul speaks of converts as those 





in whom Christ is being formed (Gal. 
4:19); and in the early part of this proc- 
ess the beginning Christian can have a 
truer picture of Christ by looking into 
some other Christian’s heart than into his 
own. 


NE MORE THOUGHT is sug- 

gested by those scenes from Ben Hur. 
You may have noticed that while you, in 
the audience, never see the face of Christ, 
the other persons on the screen do see him 
directly. Christ is never seen by the mere 
spectator. One of the bad features of the 
movie is in the posters. Not three feet 
from a poster depicting the crucifixion 
scene is another one shouting that this 
picture is the world’s top “entertainment.” 
If that is all the story of Jesus means to 
you, entertainment; if he is part of a 
drama, a saga, a world-legend—if he is 
merely one of the long procession of 
heroes through the world, if your last 
and only reaction to him is admiration, 
then you will never see more than his 
back. Until you enter his story yourself 
and become a part of it, as he with yours, 
will you begin to see him as he is. 

Yet it still is true, no one man can 
know in his individual life all that can 
be known of Christ. What Christ has 
done for you may be your special cause 
for rejoicing; but you are only one per- 
son. You do not appreciate Christ till it 
has come home to you how many other 
kinds of Christians have found their lives 
in him. This may be what is meant by 
Augustine and those who agree with him, 
that “Christ plus the church is the true 
Christ.” We cannot know him if we 
do not know the church; and the true 
church is precisely the fellowship of those 
whose lives are part of his. 





MONTREAT-ANDERSON 


Coeducational Junior College 
Fully accredited. An Affiliated Presby- 
terian College. Liberal Arts—Business 
Education—Music—Terminal Courses— 
Business and Church Secretary. Total 
Cost $855—Liberal Scholarships. 

Calvin Grier Davis, President 

Box 0, Montreat, N. C. 




















THIS SIMPLE PLAN 


SOLVES A GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how you can 
receive a safe, generous, and assured income for life 
by making a gift to Church Extension. Your gift 
purchases a regular annuity for you and, depending 
on your age, you may receive up to 7.4% per year in 
returns—regardless of prevailing business conditions. 
Payments to you are made semi-annually. The prin- 
cipal later goes to help in spreading Christianity 
throughout the South. Begin now. See how people 
with small or large incomes may enjoy this plan. 


Write today to G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 
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FREE FOLDER 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B-Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E. 


Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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BOOKS BY BARCLAY 


FOR DAILY BIBLE STUDY 


Written by William Barclay 


These books combine Bible study and devotional reading by 
offering the editor’s translation and commentary on part of the 
text—in units which can be digested in a few minutes of daily 
study. 

101. The Gospel of Matthew, Vol. 1; 102. Vol. 2. each $2.50 
103. Gospel of Mark $2.50 
104. The Gospel of Luke. Introduction to the book, transla- 
tion, and commentary. $2.50 
Gospel of John, Vol. I. Introduction with commentary 
on chapters 1 to 7. $2.50 
Gospel of John, Vol. II. Interpretation of chapters 8 to 
21. , $2.50 


105. 


106. 


107. The Acts of the Apostles $2.50 
108. The Letter to the Romans $2.50 
109. The Letters to the Corinthians $2.50 
110. Galatians and Ephesians $2.50 
111. Philippians, Colossians and Thessalonians $2.50 
112. The Letter to the Hebrews $2.50 
| ine ee ee ee ee ee 7 
| OTHER IMPORTANT BARCLAY BOOKS ! 
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19. Ambassador for Christ. The life and teaching of Paul in 


27 chapters; paper. $ .75 

20. And Jesus Said. A handbook on the parables of Jesus; 

paper. $1.00 

32. And He Had Compassion on Them. A handbook on the 

Miracles of the Bible. A constructive and highly important 
message for all students to know and understand; paper. 

$1.50 

201. Letters to the Seven Churches $2.00 

202. New Testament Wordbook $2.50 

203. More New Testament Words $3.00 

204. The Mind of St. Paul $3.50 

205. The Master’s Men $2.00 

206. A Book of Everyday Prayers. (See front cover Presby- 





terian Outlook, Nov. 21, 1960 for sample) $2.50 
207. Train Up a Child $4.50 
208. The Promise of the Spirit (just published) $2.50 
ssaliaeneeaanae cident mms OL MAM. AT GNC OSS Sewer wm 
OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 161 


1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia 
Please send me the following books advertised above: Quantities as indicated: 


ees <u sense 

Ss fae eh lhe lL ee Oe 
te. ceactt canct®) acenOOR gccc® «cane caccEe «ace 

205 206 207 208. 
RN ican ce aia Sls hod a apn a va ela ale Th Se igh daa saya“ 
(please print) 

I a ae ah Sa cok eh Mak a Sah alas Nal aa ih Sas gg ai 
secon och ven Ak secession we a mee 7 a WM ec se eens 
a a ae enclosed in payment. ____(x) Send the bill. 


(Postage paid where payment accompanies order. 48 hour shipment. Satisfaction 
guaranteed or money refunded. Send no tax.) 


UNITY TALKS RESUMED 
BY CANADIAN GROUPS 


TORONTO, ONT. (RNS)—Conversations 
between representatives of the Anglican 
Church of Canada and the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, broken off in 1945, 
were resumed here in an historic meet- 
ing following an agreement to hold fur- 
ther talks. 

A cautiously-worded statement issued 
after the sessions said the conversations 
were of “an exploratory nature to estab- 
lish communication and mutual under- 
standing.” 

The religious ‘summit conference” 
lasting three hours, was described as ‘‘in- 
formal” by De Courcy H. Rayner, editor 
of The Presbyterian Record 

Subjects discussed by the 10 Anglicans 
and 9 Presbyterians at the meeting in- 
cluded doctrine. order, polity and prac- 
tical cooperation. Delegates agreed to 
meet again February 2 to study “The 
Nature of the Unity We Have.” 

Conversations between the two denom- 
inations were discontinued in 1945 as the 
result of a vagueness in terms of refer- 
ence. Such talks were first initiated in 
1944 by the Anglican Church. 


Post-1900 Choral Works 
Are Listed by Musicians 


NEw YorkK (kNS)—First place among 
outstanding religious choral works of 
the twentieth century was given to “Le 
Roi David (King David),” by Arthur 
Honegger, in a National Council of 
Churches’ poll of 55 leading musicians 
in the United States. 

Igor Stravinsky’s “Symphony of 
Psalms” ran a close second in the opinion 
survey of members of the Commission on 
Music of the Council’s Department of 
Worship and the Arts. 

Purpose of the poll, said Thor John- 
son, the commission’s chairman, was “to 
call attention to the great quantity and 
remarkable quality” for both concert hall 
and church performance of choral works 
composed since 1900. 

“We want to encourage contemporary 
musicians to compose works which can 
be used in the churches especially,” said 
Dr. Johnson, who is conductor of the 
Chicago Little Symphony and head of 
the orchestral department of Northwest- 
ern University. 

Second, third and fourth in the voting 
were, respectively: ‘Sacred Service,” by 
Ernst Bloch; “Ceremony of Carols,” by 
Benjamin Britten; and “Mass in G Ma- 
jor.” by Francis Poulenc. 

In all, 87 works were named but only 
17 received frequent mention, Dr. John- 
son noted. From sixth through 17th in 
order were: “Missa Brevis” (1945), by 
Zoltan Kodalv: “Peaceable Kingdom,” 
hy Randall Thompson; “Belshazzar’s 
Feast,” by Sir William Walton; “Prayers 
of Kierkegaard,” by Samuel Barber; 
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“Hymn of Jesus,” by Gustav Holst; 
“Dona Nobis Pacem” and “Mass in G 
Minor,” by Ralph Vaughan Williams; 
Igor Stravinsky’s “Mass”; “In the Be- 
ginning,” by Aaron Copland; “Forsaken 
of Man,” by Leo Sowerby; “Mass,” by 
Lou Harrison; and “Triptych,” by Alan 
Hovhaness. 


MONTREAT LOOKS AT 
PLANS FOR 10 YEARS 


Plans announced in the further devel- 
opment of Montreat, N. C., the western 
North Carolina summer conference center 
for the Presbyterian Church, U. S., in- 
clude an arrangement with the Western 
North Carolina Planning Commission to 
make maps and develop a program for 
the expansion of Montreat during the 
next decade. Such a program will show 
the location of buildings, roads, play- 
grounds, recreation areas and new hous- 
ing developments. 

Robert E. Fakkema, of the faculty of 
Presbyterian College (S. C.) will become 
director of Christian Education at Mon- 
treat during the summer, being associated 
with A. Heath Whittle of Davidson Col- 
lege, director of the club program. Mr. 
Fakkema will also be available for sum- 
mer conferences to direct recreation pro- 
grams. 

Among the speakers already secured 
for next summer’s Montreat Bible Con- 
ference are Louis H. Evans, New York, 
Manfred G. Gutzke, Columbia Seminary, 
Frank Crossley Morgan, Concord, N. C., 
John Sutherland Bonnell, New York, and 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones of London. 


RETIRED MISSIONS LEADER 
MARKS 104th BIRTHDAY 


Arthur Judson Brown, who was four 
years old when Lincoln was first elected 
President, celebrated his 104th birthday 
Dec. 3. He retired 32 years ago as head 
of the Foreign Mission Board of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA. 

At a birthday luncheon in his honor 
in New York, Dr. Brown said, “It is 
incredible that 32 years have passed since 





Headquarters 
for 
Quality Religious 
Paperbound Books 


APEX—REFLECTION—ANCHOR— 
COMPASS—DOVER—GALAX Y— 
HARVEST—MACMILLAN—TORCH- 
BOOKS—SCRIBNER—MERIDIAN— 
LIVING AGE—GATEWAY—YALE— 
UNIV. OF CHICAGO, and other lines 
for your convenience in ordering from 
One source. 

For orders amounting to $2 or less, add 
25¢ handling charge. Postage paid where 
Payment accompanies order. Your charge 
account of $2.50 or more invited. 


OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 





512 E. Main St., Richmond 19, Va. 
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New APEX Paperbound Books 


Unabridged Reprints 


The Theology 
Of the Old Testament 


Otto J. BAAs. “An important contribution to present 
thinking about biblical problems, as much by its im- 
plications as by its arguments.”—Chicago Theological 
Seminary Register El $1.50 


The Beginning of Christianity 


CLARENCE TUCKER CRAIG. “A freshness of method, a 
wealth of scholarly resources . .. make this the most 
exciting book on early Christianity that has come this 
way for years.”’—Christian Century E2 $1.75 


The Counselor in Counseling 


SEWARD HILTNER. “A valuable instrument to be used 
in teaching ... a book that will outlast others in the 
field.”—Pastoral Psychology E3 $1.25 


John Wesley 


Francis J. MCCONNELL. “In the immense library gath- 
ered round Wesley’s name, this book takes a foremost 
place.”—Religion in Life E4 $1.75 


Papa Was a Preacher 


ALYENE Porter. “Here is a record of a large family 
abounding with goodness of spirit and humor and 
rambunctious living . . . a light book for light mo- 
ments.” —J. C. AGNEW in The New York Times 

ES $1 


Making Prayer Real 


LYNN J. RADCLIFFE. “What a book this is! To do it 
even partial justice in a review would take columns, 
and columns.’’—United Church Observer. “This is one 
of the best.”—Christian Century E6 $1.25 


A Theology 
for the Social Gospel 


WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH. Represents a culmination of 
this brilliant man’s vigorous career, and in the opin- 
ion of many, a Christian classic. “His pioneering ven- 
ture in theological reconstructon.”’—JusTIN WRoOE 
Nixon in Christendom E7 $1.75 


Why Do Men Suffer? 


LesLig D. WEATHERHEAD. “A sane, thought-provoking 
approach to an age-old question . . . should prove a 
boon to sufferers who are also believers.’’—Union 
Seminary Review Es $1.25 


Order from your bookstore 


eAbingdon Press Publisher of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
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I retired from my secretaryship of the 
Board. . am often asked hee I ac- 
count for my health at my age. I don’t 
know. I find the Psalmist saying that 
the days of our years are threescore years 
and ten, but he must have been thinking 
of some other type of man. 

“TI find another comment in Job: 
‘Wherefore do the wicked prosper and 
become old.’ From this, I have deemed 
it not the part of prudence to pursue 
such an inquiry. 

“This is a time of tumult and anxiety,” 
he continued, “but also for great faith 
and great consecration. In the midst of 
your busy day, I content myself to say, 
‘All hail! All hail! You are having 
great privilege in taking part in the great 
est movement of the church of God. There 
are obstacles and opponents, but the 
Lord thy God ‘he it is that goeth before 
thee.’ ” 

Dr. Brown lives with his daughter, 
Miss Eleanor Brown, at 1235 Park Ave., 
in New York. 


WORLD MISSIONS BOARD 
FACES RISING EXPENSES 


Emergency evacuation costs and ex- 
penses of maintaining the Congo mis- 
sionary force have added approximately 
$150,000 to the expenses of the Pres- 
byterian, U.S., Board of World Missions. 
This was reported at the recent meeting 
of the board in Nashville, Tenn. Receipts 
by the Board through October show an 
increase of $107,000 over last year, with 
expenses during the same period increas 
ing $225,000. 

In a special action, the Board author 
ized its representatives and missionaries 
to seek funds for use by the committee for 
assistance to theological education in 
Africa from sources outside those nor- 
mally approached to support World Mis- 
sion efforts. It also appropriated $13,680 
to the same committee to strengthen its 
program for aiding Protestant seminaries 
throughout Africa and for improving th 
training of pastors. 

Church World Service has sent drugs 
worth approximately $250,000 to th 
Congo and cash clothing and food valued 


at $450,000. More than 520,000 pounds 
of government surplus food has been sent 
and an additional 1,849,000 pounds is 
on its way. 

Under the plan of Operation Doctor, 
the Congo Protestant Council’s emergency 
medical program, the Board’s candidate 
department is inviting doctors from the 
church to serve on a short-term basis. 
One hundred new doctors are being 
sought for Congo hospitals in this pro- 
gram. 

\ll retired missionaries of the church 
were brought under the Group Major 
Medical Plan for retired persons operated 
by the Board of Annuities and Relief. 
As in the case of retired ministers, the 
plan provides 75% protection on medical 
expenses up to $2,500, costing each mis- 
sionary $50 and the board approximately 
$150 per year. Annuities for mission- 
aries from now on will be built on the 
basis of $5,000 “hypothetical salary” an- 
nually for married men and $3,000 for 
single persons. The earlier figures were 
$4,200 and $2,400 respectively. 

New missionaries may now be ap- 
pointed up to the age of 35 instead of the 
previous 30. 

The Board treasurer was authorized to 
continue to increase reserve funds with 
the understanding that the total will not 
exceed that authorized by the General 
Assembly ($2,100,000) and that the re- 
serves will be subject to annual review 
of the Board. Actual reserves now stand 
it $1,400,000 and no prospect is seen 
for an early approach to the Assembly- 
appre ved level. 

An appropriation of $21,053 was ap- 
proved for the Japanese International 
Christian University for next year. 
tial steps are being taken to make Shi- 
koku Christian College in Japan a four- 
vear institution. Approximately $250,000 
will be needed in moving from a junior 
college toa four-year level. 

The Board approved merger of the 
\rabian Mission in Southern Iraq of the 
Reformed Church in America with the 
United Mission in Iraq, which is com- 
posed of the UPUSA, Presbyterian U.S., 
ind Evangelical and Reformed churches. 


CAMPUS NEWS 





A presentation of psychosymbolic 
paintings expressing various thoughts 
concerning the dimension of time has 
been — to the public during this month 
at the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 
Artist of this series is Linda McNeur, a 
native of New Zealand and a graduate 
of the University of New Zealand, who 
now lives in Chico, Calif. 

* €¢ « 

The Danforth visiting lecturer for a 
recent series on the campus on the Uni- 
versity of DUBUQUE was Marjorie Reaves, 
distinguished historian of Oxrorp Uni- 
versity. Three years ago Dr. Reaves vis- 
ited 14 American campuses as a Danforth 
visiting lecturer. Her current tour is 
taking her to 17 colleges and universi- 
ties. 

+ * 

Having served as president of Pres- 
BYTERIAN College (S. C.) for more than 
fifteen years and eight months, Marshall 
W. Brown, the 13th president in the 80 
years of the institution’s history, has now 
served longer than any other person in 
that capacity. Altogether, he has served 
the institution for 35 years, first as a 
professor and then as dean before becom- 
ing president. Notable advances have 
been made at the college both physically 
and academically during his administra- 
tion. 

* * 2 

American Methodists have three rew 
colleges this year, two of them in North 
Carolina, resulting in part from the en- 
thusiasm generated several years ago in 
the establishment of a new Presbyterian 
college in that state. NorTH CAROLINA 
WESLEYAN at Rocky Mount has a faculty 
of 12, a freshman class of 85, a 200- 
acre campus, four buildings and $4,000,- 
000 pledged. Meruopist College in 
Fayetteville enrolled 132 students, 84 of 
whom are from Fayetteville. So far, there 
ire no facilities for resident students. 

Che third institution is ALASKA Univer- 
ity. 





N. ¢. SYNOD HEADQUARTERS—The new , $85, 000 J. Dudley (Box 10785), and ie by the executive sec- 


synod headquarters in Cameron Village, Raleigh, N. C., 
is now occupied by synod’s general secretary, Harold 
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retary of Granville Presbytery, E. L. Barber, (Box 10504, 
Cameron Village, Raleigh). 
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Jesus and the Samaritans 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 22, 1961 


Background: John 4. 


We are studying the Gospel Accord- 
ing to John. In previous lessons we 
have looked at chapter 1, which gives 
us the prologue to the Gospel and the 
first witnesses to the fact that Jesus 
is indeed the Son of God; chapter 2, 
which describes the first signs which 
Jesus gave; and chapter 3, which tells 
the story of Nicodemus. Chapter 4, to 
which we now come, centers in Jesus’ 
conversation with the woman of Sa- 
maria. 


I. Jesus’ Journey into Samaria, 4:1-6 


Jesus preached the gospel for some- 
time in the rural districts of Judea. 
His ministry there was very success- 
ful; almost too successful, for the fact 
that he, through his disciples, was bap- 
tizing more converts than John the Bap- 
tist, aroused the jealousy of John’s dis- 
ciples and stirred up the dangerous op- 
position of the Pharisees. Jesus did not 
wish to appear as a rival to John. He 
was not ready yet to challenge the spirit- 
ual rulers of the nation. He withdrew 
from Judea, therefore, with the intention 
of continuing his ministry in Galilee. To 
do so, it was necessary for him to pass 
through the province of Samaria. 

This, the central province of Palestine, 
was occupied by the descendants of the 
Israelites, left there after the ten tribes 
had been carried into captivity (2 Kings 
17), and the colonists brought hither by 
the Assyrians. Two hundred years later 
men of Judah returned from their exile 
in Babylon. The Samaritans were eager 
to cooperate with them in the building 
of the temple. Because they were not pure 
blooded Israelites, Zerubbabel refused 
the offer. Immediately the Samaritans 
began to plot against the peace of the 
city. From that time the two people had 
been bitter enemies. In Jesus’ day, five 
hundred years after the beginning of the 
feud, the Samaritans hated the Jews, 
while the Jews despised the Samaritans. 
Most Jews preferred to cross the Jordan 
and take the long tiresome trip through 


Perea rather than the shorter journey 
through the lands of the Samaritans. The 
longer route was also the safer one. “For 
the national animosity between Jew and 
Samaritan was apt to flicker up into a 
sudden gleam of steel, a scufdle, and an 
ugly murderous stab.” Perhaps these very 
facts led Jesus to choose his course: 
“He must needs pass through Samaria.” 

Jesus proceeded along the great trunk 
road that runs through the center of the 
land. Noon came. He was hungry and 
tired. He sat down by a well, famous in 
his day and our own because, according 
to tradition, it belonged to Jacob and 
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Printed Text, John 4:21-30, 39-42 


had been given by him to Joseph. This 
well was ten minutes walk from the little 
village of Sychar, and twenty minutes 
walk in another direction from the fa- 
mous old town of Shechem. His disciples 
left Jesus by the road and went into the 
village to secure food. 


Il. His Conversation by the Well, 
4:7-26 


1. His Offer, 7-14. As Jesus sat by 
the well, a Samaritan woman came from 
Sychar to draw water. She brought her 
own bucket and rope, as Bedouins in 
Bible lands do at the present time. She 
came at noon, the hottest part of the 
day, while others were resting, perhaps 
because she wanted to escape the scorn 
of respectable married women. Jesus ask- 
ed her for a drink. To give or receive 
a drink in the Orient “involves fellow- 
ship and the casting aside of racial or 
religious prejudice. The Jews refused 
such fellowship to the Samaritans.” The 
rabbis, moreover, disdained to speak to 
a woman in public. One of their pre- 
cepts ran: “Let no man talk with a 
woman in the streets, no, not with his 
own wife. Rather burn the words of the 
law than teach them to a woman.” Half- 
amused, half-triumphant, this woman 
rallied Jesus because he, a Jew and a 
rabbi, was forced to ask a favor of her, 
a woman and a Samaritan. 

Jesus, however, had begun the conver- 
sation with a purpose, and naturally, 
gradually he began to speak to her of 
the water of life. “If you knew the gift 
of God, and who it is that is saying to 
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have 
asked him, and he would have given you 
living water.” Jesus meant that he would 
give her that which would satisfy the 
deepest thirst of her soul. The woman 
thought he meant running water. It seem- 
ed to her a fantastic offer. Impressed, 
however, she replied, “Sir, you have noth- 
ing to draw with, and the well is deep. 
Where do you get that living water?” 
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks 
of this water will thirst again, but who- 
ever drinks of the water that I shall give 
him will never thirst.”’ It is as if he said, 
“Spiritually our positions are reversed. 
It is you who are weary, and footsore 
and parched, close to the well, yet unable 
to drink; it is I who will give you water 
from the well and quench your thirst 
forever.’ Here is one advantage of the 
water of life. It satisfies one’s thirst for 
all time. 

But that is not all. Jesus continued: 
“The water that I shall give him will 
become in him a spring of water [here 
is a second advantage—the water of life 


is within the man, inseparable from him, 
does not have to be sought from without, 
is not dependent on outward circum- 
stances], welling up to eternal life [here 
is the third advantage of the water of 
life, it issues in life everlasting].” The 
woman did not understand what he 
meant, but impressed by his tone and 
manner, she said, “Sir, give me this 
water, that I may not thirst, or come 
here to draw.” 

2. The First Condition, 4 :15-18. Very 
abruptly Jesus changed the subject and 
bade her go and bring her husband. “I 
have no husband,” she replied. “You are 
right in saving, ‘I have no husband,’ ” 
Jesus answered, “for you have had five 
husbands, and the man whom you now 
have is not vour husband; this you said 
truly.” 

Why did Jesus introduce this topic? 
There can be only one reason. Before he 
could give her the water for which she 
had asked, the water which would satisfy 
all the needs of her soul, she must be- 
come conscious of her sin, she must face 
it and put it away from her forever. 
Therefore, with the same searching in- 
sight which he had displayed in the case 
of Peter and Nathaniel and Nicodemus, 
he uncovered the deep sore of her life. 
The woman replied quickly, “Sir, I per- 
ceive that vou are a prophet. Our fathers 
worshipped on this mountain [Gerizim, 
towering above Sychar]| and you say that 
in Jerusalem is the place where men 
ought to worship.” 

Why did she raise this question? Some 
say that she desired to change the topic 
of conversation to cover her confusion 
at this sudden disclosure of her shame, 
just as men today sometimes fall back 
upon theological controversy and attempt 
to argue about religious difficulties to 
avoid the demands which Christ makes 
upon their lives. It may be, however, that 
there was in her heart a true thirst after 
God. It was this, no doubt, that prompt- 
ed Jesus’ original offer. In the days of 
Ezra and Nehemiah a certain Manasseh, 
a man of priestly descent, married the 
daughter of Sanballat, the leader of the 
Samaritans (Neh. 13:28) and was there- 
upon expelled from Jerusalem. He fled 
to Samaria and set up what he claimed 
to be the true worship on Mount Gerizim. 
The temple built there had been destroyed 
by the Jews in 130 B.C., yet the Samari- 
tans in no way receded from their claims, 
and as a matter of fact continue their 
worship on Gerizim to the present day. 
It may be, then, that this woman with her 
conscience pricked, was confused. Where 
could she find God and the forgiveness 
of her sins? 

3. The Second Condition, 4:21-26. 
Jesus told the woman plainly that salva- 
tion came from the Jews and not from the 
Samaritans. Then he proceeded to give to 
this poor, ignorant Samaritan woman the 
““orandest discourse ever uttered on the 
universality and spirituality of worship. 
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He showed her that worship is not a 


matter of mountains and temples but of 


heart and spirit.” The essential thing 
is not that one be in a certain place (any 
place will do, and no place is sufficient 


in itself), but 
marked by 


that one’s worship be 
a spiritual reality. God is a 
Spirit and they that worship him must 
worship in spirit (that is, with their 
heart and mind), and in truth (that is, in 
reality). 

The woman was led by these words to 
speak of the coming Messiah. For the 
first time Jesus openly declared, “I am 
he.” Here we have the climax of Jesus’ 
conversation with the woman of Samaria. 
In the first phase of the conversation 
he had offered to give her the water of 
life. In the second phase he had left 
her to face the great sin which kept her 
from its enjoyment. In the third and 
culminating phase he invited her to con- 
sider his own claims as the Messiah. It 
is as if he would say to her (and to us): 
“In order to drink of this water which 
will satisfy the deepest thirst of your 
being forever, vou must turn away from 
your sin, and trust me as vour Savior and 


Lord.” 


ltl. Further Conversation with the 

Disciples, 4:27-38 

The dis iples came into sight just about 
the time Jesus made his great declara- 
tion. ‘The woman, forgetting her original 
errand, oblivious of her water pot, hasten- 
ed to the citv. To evervone she met she 
poured out her tale. “Come, see a man 
who told me all that I ever did. Can this 
be the Christ?” Many believed because 
of the testimony she bore. All of them 
rushed out of the village to see for them- 
selves the new prophet who might be th« 
Christ. 

Jesus, meanwhile, was too happy to 
eat. His disciples could not understand 
the situation, but Jesus explained, “3 
have food to eat of which you do not 
know. My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me, and accomplish his 
work.” We recall in this connection that 
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scene 1 


1 the Temple, when the disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for 
thy house will consume me.” (John 2:17) 

Jesus proceeded to speak of the great 
ypportunity which lay before his dis- 
ciples. “It is December, and you say 
the harvest is four months off. Lift up 
vour eyes [the road was full of people 
streaming out of the village], and see 
how the fields are already white for the 
harvest.” Then the promise, “He who 
reaps receives wages,”’ not material wages 
surely, but such wages as no money can 
buy, “and gathers fruit for eternal life.” 
In the harvest fields one must wait long 
for the fruit of one’s toil, but in the gos- 
pel the preliminary work is generally 
done by others; the soil has been pre- 
pared, it may be, by the gracious provi- 
dence of God. Always there are souls 
ready to respond if only the laborer is 
understanding and ready. Here in Sa- 
maria the field has been prepared. “Here 
the saying is true, ‘One sows and another 
reaps.’ I sent you [in Judea, so again 
now] to reap that for which you did not 
labor. Others labored and you have en- 
tered into their labor.” 


IV. Jesus’ Ministry in Samaria, 
4:39-52 


Jesus’ anticipations were soon realized. 
Phe people of Sychar urged him to stay 
in their midst. He remained in the little 
village for two days. As a result many 
believed on him, not only because of the 
woman who had talked with him by the 
well, but because “‘we have heard for 
and we know that this is in- 
deed the Savior of the world.” 
John’s announced purpose, we 


ourselves, 


have 
seen, Was to write that we may believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and that 
believing we may have life through his 
name. He tells us here how some came 
to have faith. They believed, first, be- 
ause of the testimony of an erring wom- 
in, who had come to believe that Jesus 
was the Messiah, but at the last because 
they had lived in his presence, listened 


t 


to his words, and experienced his power. 


For Thought and Action 

I. Jesus Offers Us the Water of Life. 
Water can satisfy our physical thirst, 
hut there are other thirsts that no one 
can satisfy but Jesus. Sherwood Eddy 
SaVs: 


“T remember a day twenty years ago 
when this verse (Jn. 4:14) broke into my 
life like a pent-up rushing stream that 
had burst its dam. It was the darkest 
day of my life. I was suffering from nerv- 
ous prostration and insomnia. My work 
was a failure and I was discouraged and 
rebellious. The whole world looked black 
and blue. That morning I cried to him 
to show me the way out, for somehow I 
had missed the way. My life had been 
filled with overwork, rather than over- 
flow. It had been one of strain and worry, 
not of peace and joy.” 


Then suddenly these words came to 
him, ‘Whosoever drinketh of the water 


that I shall give him shall never thirst.” 


Continues Sherwood Eddy: 

“On that morning, twenty years ago I 
began to drink of the deeper springs of 
life. Before I had been drinking of 
those ‘broken cisterns’ that can hold no 
water. I had gone across Europe in search 
of pleasure, yet somehow happiness had 
always eluded me. I was not satisfied and 
I knew that something was wrong. I had 
been serving two masters, God and Mam- 
mon, Christ and self. But that day I came 
back to the fountain of Jesus Christ him- 
self. There have been failures since. But 
he has kept his promise, for in all the 
years since that morning, by his grace, 
there has not been one hour of despair, 
not an hour of darkness. There have been 
intellectual problems that one could not 
solve, the pressure of the problem of evil, 
the problem of pain and human suffering, 
and unjust social conditions, but at the 
center there has always been a satisfying 
certainty of peace and joy. So full and 
so satisfying has Christ’s presence been, 
so constant and growing that the doubts 
and difficulties and problems live out on 
the fringe of life. One thing I know: that 
Jesus satisfies. Sick or well, at home or 
absent, in apparent success or apparent 
failure, so long as we drink, we surely 
shall never thirst.” 

Jesus Explains the Nature of True 
Worship. God is a Spirit, and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth. Because God is a Spirit 
God is everywhere and is personal. Wor- 
ship does not consist in outward forms 

t 
and ceremonies as the Jews and Samari- 
tans were wont to think, and as multi- 
tudes even in our own day still appear 
to think. Worship is an inward rever- 
ence, the bowing down of the soul in the 
presence of God, an awesome sense of 
our dependence on him, the blending of 
our finite spirits in faith and love with 
his infinite spirit. It is not enough to 
have the spirit of worship. That spirit 
must be rightly directed, so as to bring 
the worshipper in touch with reality. 
“Such the Father seeks to worship him.” 
Religion is not merely man’s search for 
God. God is also seeking us. We have 
reason to believe, therefore, that if we 
seek we shall surely find. 

3. Jesus Gives Us an Opportunity for 
Service and Promises Us Appropriate 
Rewards. “The fields are already white 
for the harvest.” It was true then, it is 
true today, it will always be true. World 
events have prepared the soil. Other men 
have labored and we have entered into 
their labors. God grant that we may not 
let the opportunity slip. 

“The world is weary of new tricks of 

thought 

That lead to nought; 

Sick of quack remedies prescribed in 

vain 

For mortal pain; 

Yet still above them all, one Figure 

stands 

With outstretched hands.” 

Lesson then and scripture 
of Education National Cour 


juotations from the Revised Standard Version 








ture 


AMERICA was founded by men who 

were bold. It cannot be maintained 
by men who are timid—DLuTHer W. 
YOUNGDAHL. 
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BOOK NOTES 


VALUES MEN LIVE BY: AN INVITA- 
TION TO RELIGIOUS INQUIRY. By Morris 
Keaton. Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
234 pp., $3.50. 

This book is designed to serve as a 
practical aid to persons in search for a 
religiously oriented philosophy of life. 
In his quest for such values as may be 
expected to contribute to the good life, 
the author draws upon most of the major 
religions of the world; and in the formu- 
lation of his questions and conclusions, 
he makes significant use of some of the 
best tools of recent philosophy. The au- 
thor contends that one may suppose that 
there are many pathways to God without 
thinking that all of them are equally good, 
that a sound spirit of detachment from 
material things is not incompatible with 
the possession and use of some such 
things, that the ways of peace are as prac- 
ticable as they are indispensable, that 
the best fruits of service may lie in align- 
ment with the divine, that to be divinely 
controlled is not to be compelled, that 
scientific truth is only one among the sig- 
nificant values in life, and that limited 
conflict can serve a useful purpose within 
a larger setting of harmony. The book is 
always readable, sometimes striking and 
occasionally inspiring. It should prove 
helpful alike to inquiring skeptics and 
to committed believers who like the Apos- 
tle Paul are open to varied sources of 
illumination and inspiration. 

Tuomas E. HI. 
Macalester College, St. Paul, Minn. 





CHURCH EDUCATION FOR TOMORROW. 
By Wesner Fallaw. The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 219 pp. $3.75. 

If you are discouraged by the problem 
of poor teaching in the one hour a week 
of Sunday school, here is a radical sug- 
gestion of something to do about it. Fal- 
law, long-time professor of Christian ed- 
ucation at Andover-Newton, claims we 
have been misusing laymen when we have 
put upon them practically the entire 
teaching load of the church. The answer? 
Have the ministers teach more. 

Every pastor, he says, can have a year- 
long class for communicant membership, 
meeting after school or on Saturday. The 
next year he should keep that group for 
continuing study, and add another com- 
municants class. Gradually every min- 
ister could develop a program where he 
is teaching six or eight hours a week after 
school and on Saturdays—time not now 
utilized generally for Protestant educa- 
tion. He could be instructing every voung 
person in his church from juniors up in 
a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures 
and the heritage of the church. And why 
not, he asks? Is not the preacher the 
only trained theologian in the congrega- 
tion? Why should laymen, untrained 
theologically, carry almost all of the 
teaching? Why should the minister not 


JANUARY 9, 1961 


be using his specialized ability and train- 
ing in serious teaching? 

In a way Fallaw is admitting the fail- 
ure of the training programs by which 
lay persons supposedly gained a near- 
professional competence in the faith and 
how to teach it, and is suggesting a better 
balance of leadership resources in the local] 
church. Serious questions emerge: what 
present activities of the preacher could 
lay members, ruling elders, and deacons 
do more competently than the teaching for 
which more thorough knowledge is es- 
sential? What activities in the busy pas- 
tor’s schedule could be turned over to 
laymen or scrapped? These considera- 
tions point to the basic Presbyterian un- 
derstanding of the minister as the teach- 
ing elder. Fallaw is facing directly the 
admittedly crucial problem of leadership 
in American Protestant education, and 
his proposal deserves serious study. 


The book is well done. He states his 
proposal clearly, pursues certain major 
implications, such as the effect upon min- 
isterial training, the possibilities in small 
and large churches, and the importance 
and possibility of a more effective use 
of women “minister-teachers” in local 
churches. Not least important is the fact 
that his proposal moves toward a solu- 
tion which does not threaten the public 
school system. 

This book is well worth the study of 
ministers and laymen alike who are con- 
cerned with the task and quality of edu- 
cation in the church today. 

Wi111aM B. KENNEDY. 
Union Seminary in Virginia. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Church Faces the World. J. Chris- 
tiaan Beker. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. $1.50. 








New Westminster Books 





Westminster Guides to the Bible 





SERVANTS OF THE WORD: 


The Prophets of Israel 


By JaMts D. SMart. A brief but comprehensive survey of 


the Old Testament prophets. 


THE CHURCH 


$1.50 


FACES THE WORLD: 


Late New Testament Writings 


By J. CHRISTIAAN BEKER. A study of the last-written books 
of the New Testament, with a vivid picture of the early 


church. 


$1.50 


BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY: 


Abridged Edition 


By G. ERNEST WRIGHT. A condensed version of Dr. 
Wright’s definitive Biblical Archaeology—brought up to 
date to keep pace with current developments. 


paperbound, $1.65 
THE PROMISE 
OF THE SPIRIT 


By WILLIAM BarcLay. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit in 
the Bible and in life today. $2.50 


ANTHEMS FOR 
THE ADULT CHOIR 


Edited by W. LAwrENCE Curry. Designed for small- 


church choirs, primarily, but useful for large city churches 
as well. 


$1.10 (for 1 to 4 copies) 
$ .90 (5 or more copies) 


Now at your bookstore 
WESTMINSTER PRESS, Philadelphia 7 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

1. Stuart McElroy, Jr., Richmond, Va., 
South Atlantic secretary for the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, has announced plans 
to retire next July 1. He and Mrs. Mc- 
Elroy will continue to live in Richmond 

Vernon A. Crawford and J. Hoge Smith, 
Jr., have had their relationship as asso- 
ciate pastors of the First church, St 
Petersburg, Fla., dissolved, following the 
resignation of Alton H. Glasure who is 
now with the Florida Presbyterian Col- 
lege. 

E. D. Witherspoon, Jr., has become pas- 
tor of the new Forest Park church, States- 
ville, N. C. 

O. Dixon Poe, 43 N. E. 67th St., Okla- 
homa City 5, former UPUSA minister in 
the same city, has become a member of 
Shawnee Presbytery (U.S.) 
ganizing a new church 

Elias M. Mullins, former 
minister, is pastor of the 
church (U.S.), Phelps, Ky. 

John D. Campbell, Jr., Dublin, Ga., 
recently noted here, has declined the call 
issued by Greene Street church, Augusta, 
Ga. 

Irving A. Sparks from Accomac, Va., 
to the First church, Gloucester, Va. 

James M. Taylor from Boligee, Ala., 
to 341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., At- 
lanta 8, Ga., where he has become as 
sistant manager of the Presbyterian Book 
Store. 

Charles B. Yeargen, Jr., from Williams- 
ton, N. C., to the Wanoca-Wayside church, 
Box 173, Washington, N. C 

C. W. Thomas West from Vansant, Va., 
to the Jewell Valley, Va., church 

W. M. Brooks from Benton 
Mich., to 126 Chappel Rd., N. W., 
14, Ga. 








and is or- 


Methodist 
Peter Creek 


Harbor, 
Atlanta 


United Presbyterian, USA 

James R. Marsh from Chattanooga, 
Okla., to 6501 Bortiner Ave., St. Louis 30, 
Mo. 

Frank R. Churchill, Jr., from 
burgh, Pa., to Adamsville, Pa. 

Roland W. Anderson, Menlo Park, 
Calif., has been elected secretary for in- 
terchurch action for the UPUSA Com- 
mission on Ecumenical Mission and Rela- 
tions, New York 

Jerome Lofgren from Dawson, Minn., 
to the New Church Development Project, 
Coon Rapids, Minn 

Lloyd E. Foster, formerly of Newark 
N. J., is now on the staff of the Holly- 
wood, Calif., First church, inaugurating 
a program for senior citizens and serving 
as a pastoral 

David C. Jacobsen, 
Angeles, has become 
salito, Calif., First 
graduate 
nary. 

James E. Spivey, Bartlesville, 
will become executive of St. Louis 
bytery in mid-January 

Kenneth E. Hindman from Macon, Mo., 
to the Southminster church, St 
Mo. 

Dean A. Mordorst from Evansville, Ind., 
to the Home Heights church, St. Louis 
Mo. 

Thomas F. Moffett from Wheeling, W 
Va., to the staff of the First (UP) church, 
Kansas City, Mo., as director of Christian 
outreach, in cooperation with the Board 
of National Dept. of Urban 
Church, 


Pitts- 


counselor 

formerly of Los 
pastor of the Sau- 
church and is taking 
work at San Francisco Semi 


Okla., 


Pres 


Louis, 


Missions, 


16 


to 


UNION SEMINARY (Va.) FELLOWS—Fellowships awarded by the faculty of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Virginia will go to those shown with Dean Frank B. Lewis (above). Seated 


left) Hoiiand McSwain, Jr., 


M. Alston, Jr., Decatur, Ga 
ville, Fla., (Princeton 
Spencer, N. C. (Davidson) 


Murphy, 
(Emory). 


Thomas G. Atkinson, formerly of Kan- 
sas City, Mo., now serves the Kurtz 
Larger Parish, Farber, Mo 


DEATHS 

Charles F. Allen, 67, f the 
church, Monroe, N. C., died of a heart 
attack Dec. 17 while hunting with friends 
near his home. He had been in Monroe 
for a year, serving earlier in South Caro- 


Turner 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OF THE AIR 
(Radio) 


Commentator 


Jan.-Mar. 1961 
DR. MERLE C. PATTERSON 
Atlanta, Georgia 


For full information and 
radio station list, write 
TRAV 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 








N. C. (University of North Carolina), (right) Wallace 
Standing (left to right), Albert D. Kissling, Jackson- 
; Mary Faith Carson, Kingsport, Tenn., (Salem); William E. Thompson, 


lina. Other pastorates were in Virginia 
and Georgia. 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 

A good place for an investment 


men and 











WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 
A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 


For catalog and information write 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President 








Second Semester Begins 
Summer Schools Begin 


Maxton 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 


Educational excellence for our greatest possession, our youth. 


Move to new campus in September, 1961 


January 30. 1961 
June 12, 1961 


North Carolina 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











‘ginia 


LOOK 





